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The Feasibility of Developing Commercial Sago Palm Products
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ABSTRACT

The feasibility of developing commercial sago palm products was studied in Nakhon Sithammarat,
Phattalung and Trang provinces. There were 30 regular producers and 300 product consumers giving data.
The study found that there are 1,528.21 rais of sago palm land in three provinces. The largest area is in
Nakhon Sithammarat, the second and the third are in Phattalung and Trang which are 957.03, 380.62 and
190.56 rais respectively. Thatching material making is the most utilization, the second is raising sago
grubs, the third is animal feeding, the fourth is starch processing, the fifth is making household utensils,
and the last is miscellaneous utilizations 393, 195, 157, 48, 36 and 34 housecholds respectively.
The study of potential of product producers found that knowledge is high (X= 4.01), attitude is
very high (X= 4.43), while utilization practice skills is lower than knowledge and attitude (X= 3.65).
The satisfaction of the consumers to desserts made of sago palm starch is very high (X= 4.55).
The study concludes that sago palm land in three provinces is insufficient for commercial production.
Therefore, various stakeholders who are responsible for sago palm conservation and promotion
have to establish solid actions and effective supports to maintain the current and increase sago
palm land. Besides advance research for technologies upstream, midstream and downstream,
activities for increasing knowledge, creating awareness of sago palm values, upgrading utilization

practice skills of farmers and marketing promotion have to be undertaken continuously.
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