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Problems of Using English Loanwords in Thai Context and
Guidelines for the Solutions: A Case Study at Faculty of Liberal Arts,

Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya
Kantarin Rugsakornl Tassanee Kirisri * and Neil Cuthbertson’

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to explore problems of using the English loanwords
in Thai context as a case study of students at Faculty of Liberal Arts, Rajamangala University of
Technology Srivijaya; and to study guidelines for solving the problems. Selected by quota
sampling, the samples were 122 students of all five programs in Faculty of Liberal Arts, being
enrolled in the second semester of academic year 2014. The instruments for data generation were
pre-test and post- test, a questionnaire asking about students’ problems of using the English
loanwords in Thai context, a handbook of “LOANWORDS” and an evaluation form of the
handbook. Data were statistically analysed for percentage, mean ()5, standard deviation (S.D.)
and t-test.

The findings indicated that:

1) The exploration of problems of using the English loanwords in Thai context revealed
8 areas of problems including problems of not knowing real meanings of the English loanwords,
problems of loanwords misspelling when translated into Thai version, problems of incorrect
pronunciation, a lack of knowledge in identifying the English loanwords from other languages,
the use of loanwords in the incorrect meanings; a lack of knowledge in differentiating loanwords
from the English terminology, and problems in selecting loanwords to convey the correct
meanings in Thai. As a whole, the average of problems was at a moderate level of 3.28. The
problems in selecting loanwords to convey the correct meanings in Thai became students’ major
problem while a lack of knowledge in identifying the English loanwords from other languages
was rated as the least problem. Further, the results from the pre-test showed that students had
the greatest problems in using the expressions consisting of the English loanwords. Only 54
students or 44.26% of them could pass the test with the average score of 4.37 out of 10 marks.

2) The analysis of the problems led to the development of a handbook of

“LOANWORDS?” as one of the guidelines for solving the problems. As a whole, the handbook



was evaluated at a high level with an average score of 4.22. Further, the analysis of the efficiency
of the handbook, it was found that the students’ average scores of the test after using the
handbook were higher than those of the pre-using handbook test at a significant level of 0.01

(Sig. = 0.000 < 0.01).

12 Faculty of Liberal Arts, Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya
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