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FACTORS AFFECTING LEARNING ACHIEVEMENTS OF STUDENTS IN
GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY: CASE STUDY OF RAJAMANGALA UNIVERSITY OF
TECHNOLOGY SRIVIJAYA NAKORN SRI THAMMARAT SAIYAI CAMPUS.

Treewanan Nuang-Uthai! and Narumon Rattanapaijit?

ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study are 1) to explore factors affecting learning
achievements of students in general psychology at Rajamangala University of
Technology Srivijaya, Nakhon Si Thammarat Saiyai Campus and 2) to develop the
learning and teaching of general psychology course more efficiently.

A quantitative research design employing questionnaires was used with
students from three faculties who registered in general psychology at Rajamangala
University of Technology Srivijaya, Nakhon Si Thammarat Saiyai Campus including
Faculty of Agriculture, Faculty of Management Technology, and Faculty of Science and
Technology in the second semester of academic year 2017, and in the first and the
second semesters of academic year 2018. 183 samples were selected from the total
population of 301 students by using a simple random sampling method. The data were
expressed as percentage, means, and standard deviations. The differences among
means were estimated by one-way ANOVA.

The results showed that:

1. The respondents’ general characteristics indicated that there were more
females (71.6%) than males. Most of them were second year students (48.1%). Their
parents’ incomes were between 10,001-15,000 baht per month (33.3%). Most
respondents finished their study from High Vocational Certificate (34.4%). They had no
prior learning experience in general psychology or related courses and lived in
dormotories outside the university (54.6%).

Regarding the learning achievements in general psychology, it was found that
most respondents had the mid-term and final test average scores of 21-30 marks from
the total scores of 50 marks. Most of them obtained a grade of A in general psychology

(76.5%).



q

2. Results obtained from factors affecting learning achievements of students in
general psychology revealed that those affecting their test scores were gender,
educational foundation, learning experience in general psychology and related
subjects, accommodation, learning attitudes, attitudes toward general psychology,
accommodation atmosphere, and achievement motivation. Factors affecting grades in
general psychology were gender, parents’ income, educational foundation, learning
experience in general psychology and related subjects, parents’ expectations toward
students, physical atmosphere in the classroom, subject instructors’ behavior and
achievement motivation.

Considering factors affecting learning achievements of students in general
psychology at Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Saiyai Campus in terms of test scores and grades, the most influencing factors were
found in gender, educational foundation, learning experience in general psychology

and related subjects, and achievement motivation.
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