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MARKETING FEASIBILITY OF BROWN RICE TEA PRODUCT
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Abstract

Brown rice tea is a new product made by Home Industry Group at Tambon Ban Mai,
Ranot District, Songkhla Province. Production techniques were first acquired from the Non-
formal Education Center, whereby brown/hand-milled rice was used as a principal raw
material. Distribution of the product was limited in scope. Marketing research must be carried
out to analyze the target market, assess the target market demand and conduct a market factor
analysis. This would be helpful in determining market strategies, finding a proper marketing
mix and conducting a market trial. The research findings indicated that brown rice tea, as a
health food, could be consumed or drunk by all people regardless of sex, age or occupation.
Only 7.2% of the population sample could be expected with certainty to buy it. The total
market value of brown rice tea in the four provinces, namely Songkhla, Satun, Phatthalung
and Trang, is estimated at 43 million Baht per year. However, both internal and external
circumstances could affect the propensity to consume brown rice tea. Such factors include the
widespread availability of similar or substitute products, the large number of manufacturers of
such products and competitive cost, labour, machinery and experience advantages. Due to the
myriad variables, the consumers are offered a wide array of choices. However, developing the
market for brown rice tea is still a challenge. The government should provide assistance in
enhancing the capacity of the group and conducting marketing and promotional activities on a
continued basis to get the products of the group into the market. At the same time, the group
should develop its personnel and equip them with marketing skills. To penetrate the market,

the group needs revolving funds and sustainable development of the market.
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